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Sanctioned by: ​ United Sates Judo Federation​ Sanction number: 26-04- 
Club host/director:​ College Park Judo Club, Kurt Tamai – event co-director  
​ ​ ​ Hui-O-Judo Beltsville- host club; Kevin Tamai – event co-director 
Date:​ ​ ​ Saturday, 18 April 2026 
Location:​ ​ DeMatha High School, Hyattsville,  MD 
Event hours:​ ​ 800 am to 600pm 
 
Congratulations to all of the judoka who were able to attend and participated in 
the Maryland Open Judo Championships on Saturday, April 18, 2026 in 
Hyattsville Maryland. It is a beautiful venue that held four competition areas. 
Competition was held in junior, senior shiai in novice and advanced divisions), 
veteran/masters, along with novice and advanced katas and a special kids kata 
competition.  

                                                                                     
There were 16 countries 
represented in the judo 
championships. The tournament was attended by over 250 judoka from over 
35 different clubs in the regional area covering Maryland, Virginia, West 
Virginia, New Jersey, New York, Washington DC and Pennsylvania. Clubs 
represented were American Judo Academy, Arlington Judo, Budokan, 
Bushidokai, Capital Mixed Martial Arts, Caucasus Judo, College Park Judo 
Club, College Park MMA,  Columbia Combat, Combat Principles, The 
Compound, Dale City Judo, DC Judo, Fifty/50 Mixed martial Arts, Global 
Judo, Gracies Jujitsu, Harrisburg Judokai, High Noon BJJ, Hui-O-Judo 

Beltsville, Infinity BJJ,  Jason Morris Judo Center, Murty’s Judo, Philadelphia Judo, Rising Tides Hi Tech, Roundtable BJJ, 
Royce Gracie -Randallstown, Seigneury, Roanaoke Judo, Sport Judo, Tinsleys Mixed Martial Arts, United States Naval 
Academy Judo, USA Stars East, Yama Arashi/Villa Nova University Judo, Wall2Wall Martial Arts and Yamasaki 
Academy.   
 
The morning started with Kata competition, veteran/masters shiai competition and junior competition. 
There were kata teams competing in a variety of different katas including a kids nage no kata, 
Advanced Katame No Kata, novice Nage No Kata, advanced Nage No kata, Advanced Kime No Kata, 
Advanced Ju No Kata, Itsutsu No Kata and advanced Goshin Jutsu. Diane Jackson, the Kata 
Development Chairperson stated “I am very happy to see so many different katas being competed in. 
We have hosted a number of clinics on the different kata that have been well attended. We are happy to 
see kata competition growing in the area. We encourage all judoka to learn the katas and compete in 
them. It enhances their overall judo experience and refines their judo techniques. As judges, we 
provide feedback to all of our teams to help them continually improve their performance and 
constantly improve. We offer offers kata competition at all of its events.” 
 

With both masters divisions and the kata competition in progress, the morning 
continued with Junior competition, as young as 5 years old, competing for a chance 



to win one of the top three gold trophies in each divisions. Competition was excellent. The Outstanding Junior Team was 
Wall2Wall Martial Arts, from Fredericksburg VA. 
 
As the masters, kata and junior competition began to wind down senior competition continued with the men’s and women’s 
divisions. The judoka in the Senior shiai competition in the men’s novice, men’s advanced divisions, men’s masters and 
women’s divisions. The Outstanding Senior Team was Wall2Wall Martial Arts in Fredericksburg VA.  
 
Roy Nanjo from Yama Arashi/Villa Nova University stated “I want to congratulate the Tamai brothers and all of your 
volunteers for a great day.  The entire event was first class and I want to let you know that I received a lot great comments. 
This is always one of the best run events. Kevin and Kurt run a well organized and efficient event. We are grateful to them 
to run so many local events for our judoka.  Thank you so much.” 

 
Kevin Tamai, one of the tournament co-directors stated “It is wonderful to 
have a large judo community come together for this event. One of the great 
benefits of judo is Jita Kyoei – Mutual welfare and benefit. Thank you to all of 
the judoka, parents and support staff from all of the clubs who come to this 
event. Some drive 9 hours to get here to compete. We are very appreciative of 
each person who comes to this event. We are very thankful to all of volunteers 
who donate their time, energy and resources to make this event successful. It 
takes a large team of dedicated people to make like this happen. We can not do 
it on our own. Thank you to all of the referees, technical officials and 
volunteers who help us.” 
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